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The Dazzling Dahlia Festival,
held in September, was a terrific example
of the Highlands Historical Society's motto for 2020
“History Doesn't Take a Break.”

HHS hoped that bringing the natural beauty of the
plateau and the creative energy of our folks would give
everybody a safe, free, and family friendly event. There

were bears playing bagpipes, church hats in a beautiful
garden, a moonshine still vignette and many other
" creative and stunning displays.

Viewers were given a map with all 33 exhibits
located and it provided a wonderful opportunity to
walk the town and experience Highlands at its

~best. Kudos to Chairperson Kim Daugherty.

Check out highlandshistory.com
for more pictures and a list
of designers.
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I started off the Spring
Newsletter message with
something like, “These are
strange times!” They still are strange times filled with

so much uncertainty. Because of Covid-19 the Historic
Village was unable to open for the 2020 season, However,
to take words again from the last newsletter, we chose to
search out the positives and make the most of things.

I am pleased to report to you that even though the
museum was closed to the public does not mean we
“went into hiding” Here’s a brief overview of some of our
accomplishments over the year to the betterment of our
wonderful Town of Highlands.

Certainly, the most visible was for the first time we
took the Dahlia Festival out into the community. Chair-
person, Kim Daugherty conceived, organized and executed
an event that the Town is still talking about and looking
forward to 2021’s version. (See main article on front page).

Additionally, in this newsletter is an article describing
how three existing exhibits were refurbished and are
now waiting for us to introduce them to the public for
viewing. Noted curator Anna Fariello of Curatorial InSights
transformed them each into educational, interesting and
visually attractive displays worthy of the stories they tell.
When you see them, you'll agree!

Although not exactly a topic brimming over with
excitement, I.do think it’s worthy of mention that we
are looking at ourselves with an eye towards the future.
We are undertaking a program we entitled, “Vision,
Values, Mission” which will lead us into developing a
long-range plan.

Finally, I want to thank retiring board members
Tommy Thompson and Erik Nielsen for their service to
the Historical Society and at the same time I welcome
Susan Clarkson, Harry McDonald, Kevin FitzPatrick and
Dollie Swanson. We look forward to benefitting from their
contributions to the board.

In closing, as always thank you in the community for
your support which makes it possible for us to fulfill our
mission to Preserve and Promote the R1ch Heritage of
Highlands. I assure you we

will continue striving to earn
the trust and confidence
you've given us.
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Osborne “Obie” Oakley, President
Bob Trevathan, Vice President
Sherry Holt, Treasurer
Tammy Lowe, Recording Secretary
Hillary Cone, Kim Daugherty, Dennis DeWolf,
Fran Leftwich, Erik Nielsen, Phil Potts,
Tommy Thompson and Anna Wilson
Stuart Ferguson, Archivist and Ex Officio Director
Phil Potts, Associate Archivist
Fran Leftwich, Newsletter Editor
Ran Shaftner, Archivist Emeritus
Bill Lands, Art Director

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

We hope you will renew now
Family $50 « Individual $35
Sustainer $100 « Business $250
Promoter $500 « Preserver $1,000
Protector $2,500 « Highlander $5,000
And we hope you will add a donation,
as many of you have done so generously in
the past. To join or renew membership by check
or credit card, visit https://highlandshistory.com.
Highlands Historical Society
P.O. Box 670, Highlands, NC 28741

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!

Our New Archivist

Away for 30 years, native son
Stuart Ferguson returned to
Highlands after making his
mark on the world. Like many
young Highlanders, he worked
summers at Highlands Hiker,
Cyranos Bookshop and the
Hudson Library en route to
receiving BA in history from
. Trinity College in Hartford, CT.
Stu’s professmnal career took him to New York, Florida
and finally Chicago. In 2019 he returned home to become
part owner of Shakespeare & Co Bookseller.
Stu’s passion is history, especially Highlands’ history, so
we feel most fortunate to attract him as our new Archivist.
Welcome Stu.
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